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day she came down to the table-d'hote looking very much harassed. Madame de Trafford said to my sister, " Your mother looks very much agitated: what is it ? " Esmeralda felt that, whether she told her or not, Madame de Trafford would know what had happened, and she told her the simple truth. Madame cle Trafford said, " Now, do not be surprised at what I am going to say; don't be grateful to me; it's my vocation in life. Here is £80: take it at once. That is the sum you owe in Geneva, and you have no money. I knew that you wanted that sum, and I brought it down to dinner with me. Now I know all that is going to happen: it is written before me like an open book, — and I know how important it is that you should go to England at once. I have prepared for that, and I am going with you. In an hour you must start for England." And such was the confidence that Italima and Esmeralda now had in Madame de Trafford, such was her wonderful power and influence, that they did all she told them: they paid their bills at Geneva with the money she gave, they left F£lix and Victoire to pack up and to follow them to Paris, and they started by the night-train the same evening with Madame de Trafford.
That was an awful night. My sister never lost the horror of it. " Madame de Trafford had told me that extraordinary things often happened to her between two and four in the morning," said Esmeralda. " When we went with her through the night in the coupe of the railway-carriage, she was very anxious that I should sleep. Mama slept the whole time. 'Mais dormez done, ma chere,' she said, < dormez done/ —

